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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG

regarding: Final Report for 28th MOTEK

28th MOTEK Successfully Sparks Off Automation Interest

Well over 30,000 expert visitors from 61 nations and 1002 (MOTEK) plus 87 (BONDexpo) exhibitors from 21 countries – the 28th MOTEK was once again able to plainly exceed the expectations of international suppliers and users.

The 2009 German parliamentary elections are over, and are now providing for straightforward political circumstances; MOTEK 2009 is over as well, and has firmed up its clear-cut position as the undisputed number one amongst international trade fairs for production and assembly automation, and industrial handling. Indeed, the one has a good deal to do with the other. Confidence-building signals are absolutely essential for the slowly recovering economy, so that business enterprises will once again look optimistically to the future and invest in further streamlining. Seen from this point of view, exceptional importance can be attributed to the 28th MOTEK international trade fair for handling and assembly technology and the BONDexpo trade fair for industrial bonding technologies. The trade fair duo took place from the 21st through the 24th of September at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre and attracted well over 30,000 expert visitors from all over the world.

More than 30,000 Expert Visitors from 61 Nations

Just under 1100 exhibitors from 21 countries presented visitors with worldwide offerings including components, assemblies, subsystems and complete solutions for automation in production and assembly, as well as bonding, encapsulation, sealing and foaming technologies. The exhibitors reported strong, and above all concrete interest, and after everything was said and done, they were highly satisfied with visitor numbers and good prospects for interesting post-event business. The 31,284 expert visitors from 61 nations verify the great significance of MOTEK and BONDexpo as the world’s most important industry and business meeting place where mechatronic automation, robotics, industrial handling, material flow in production and assembly, as well as bonding and joining technologies are concerned.

Rising Levels of Acceptance in Politics and the Economy

The importance of MOTEK and BONDexpo has also been recognised by numerous representatives of German politics and various associations. For example, Baden-Württemberg’s minister for economic affairs Ernst Pfister toured the event on its third day, and the Stuttgart Region Economic Development Corporation held its “Training Congress for Human Resources Managers” and staffed the “Research and Training” theme park. The theme parks, which were offered for the first time to this extent, met with great success on the whole, which has not only been confirmed by the exhibitors and the participants, but rather by numerous expert visitors as well. The concept of getting users and potential suppliers involved with new, promising topics in a targeted fashion at a very early stage is thus gaining considerable momentum, which was made plainly apparent by the well established “Mechatronics” theme park which was frequented to a greater extent than ever before, thanks to support provided by the Mechatronics Competence Network BW e.V.

A Sharper Competitive Edge with Automation

Strong media interest must also be emphasised, which was already apparent at the opening press conference. A total of 362 representatives of the daily papers, the business press and above all the international trade press registered for the event, and various camera teams were on-site as well from TV broadcasters such as SWR, N24, RegioTV and more. Interviews conducted with numerous expert visitors and exhibitors all gave the clear impression that MOTEK took place at precisely the right time, because companies are once again plucking up courage and are recognising the necessity of positioning themselves more effectively with regard to production and assembly, which will enable them to meet the challenge of ever tougher global competition in the future as well. Against a backdrop which makes it clear that initial investments will not be targeted at expanding capacity, but rather at replacing machines, and that investment in new equipment will only result from the implementation of new technologies and processes, OEM and retrofit automation solutions which make use of handling systems, robots, feeders and material conveyor technology are more important than ever before – and MOTEK, as well as BONDexpo, have pointed out feasible approaches to targeted investment in detail solutions and complete systems.

The Schall Group of Companies

The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries, and Control (quality assurance) is considered number one around the globe. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space in 2007 (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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